
Statements for Angeles Chapter At-Large Candidates 

 Ray Hiemstra 

I am asking for your vote to represent you on the Angelus Chapter Executive 

Committee.  I believe my experience in environmental activism and the day to day 

operations of non profit environmental groups will benefit the Committee and the 

Club.  I have a great love of the outdoors, and the desire to protect and preserve our 

environment is why I became a professional environmentalist and a member of the 

Sierra Club.  My club activities focus on activism, which I carry out as chair of the 

Orange County Conservation Committee and a member of the Political Committee. 

 I am an avid outdoorsman and spend my spare time hiking, biking, kayaking, and 

fishing along with many other outdoor activities.  I am a strong believer in the concept 

of multiple use of public lands and am keenly aware of the need to provide public 

access while preserving our remaining wilderness.  One of the great strengths of the Sierra Club is the diversity 

of our activities.  My goal as a member of the executive committee will be to strengthen the club by supporting 

efforts to increase membership, diversity, and enhancing the financial position of the Chapter.  With the current 

political climate it is more important than ever that the Chapter have the members and financial capacity to 

carry out our mission.   

Specifically I will focus on expanding our outreach to the community to explain what the Sierra Club does and 

why they should join.  This outreach should inform the public how they can enhance their lives though outdoor 

activities, and protect the environment through guided activism.  I will also work to identify funding sources to 

support critical club activities and the professional staff necessary to carry them out. Developers and corporate 

interests have been running a professional campaign against the environment for years, with too much success.  

The Angelus Chapter needs to increase our capacity to counter these efforts and turn the tide back in our favor.  

We can make that happen by expanding our membership and our capacity to take a stand for the environment. 

 

 Coby King 

When I got a call asking me to consider running for Chapter Executive Committee, I 

was both honored and surprised. Yes, I have been an “O”-rated Club outings leader for 

many years. Yes, I am an active participant in two of the “climbing” groups. (I have 

served for many years on the Management Committee of the Lower Peaks Committee 

and as an ex-officio member of the Management Committee of the Hundred Peaks 

Section.) Yes, I believe deeply in the mission of the Sierra Club, especially in its 

commitment to preserve current public access to open spaces and in the benefits of its 

outings programs, which are to introduce more people to the glories of our wild places. 

And yes, I’ve always been willing to use the connections I’ve developed over a lifetime 

in politics on behalf of those goals. 

But I hadn’t really had any direct involvement in Chapter activities, so I was a relative unknown to many 

people. Further, I knew that my involvement in a controversial Westside real estate project in the late 1990s and 

early 2000s would give some people pause. And finally, I knew that my leadership in VICA, one of the leading 

business advocacy groups in LA would further lead some to question whether I was right for a position on the 

chapter’s ExCom. 



However, as I discussed these issues with a variety of people I respect, I became convinced that putting myself 

out there for election would be good for the Chapter and the goals we hold dear. While my perspective, with my 

business experience, would be different from most of the others on the committee that is not necessarily a bad 

thing. 

One of the things I’ve learned in a lifetime of activity in Democratic Party politics is that there are often many 

ways to achieve goals, and that an inclusive approach often produces a better outcome than confrontation. I 

understand developers, and I have strong relationships with government officials who have the power to decide 

issues of importance to us. 

I am running for election to help the Sierra Club achieve its goals: to increase awareness and enjoyment of our 

wild paces (and to protect them). I’m personally committed to these goals, and I believe that with my 

experience and relationships, I can be an effective member of the Executive Committee. I ask for your support 

and your vote. 

 

Carole Mintzer 

I am running for re-election to an at-large seat on the Angeles Chapter 

Executive Committee and would appreciate your vote.  As the Chair of the 

Chapter Executive Committee for the past year, I believe the ExCom and the 

Chapter have made progress toward becoming more efficient and effective, but 

there is much work yet to do.   

The primary role of the Executive Committee is to ensure that the Chapter’s 

activities and services comply with Club policies and rules, but that understates 

the important role it plays in supporting our outings leaders and conservation 

and political activists.  The ExCom is also responsible for the financial 

management, membership services, and communications of the Chapter. 

During my four years on the ExCom and this past year as Chair, I have worked to refocus the ExCom on its 

core responsibilities and develop a greater sense of teamwork among the ExCom members. In 2012, I chaired 

the effort to develop written expectations for ExCom members, which are shared with all ExCom candidates 

and members. I supported the Chapter’s efforts to reduce its budget and raise additional funds. This year, in 

partnership with our staff and other ExCom members, we conducted several strategic planning activities that led 

to the development of goals and objectives to strengthen the ExCom and the Chapter in the coming years.  The 

goal areas include creating a more welcoming environment, expanding and strengthening our volunteer base, 

fundraising, and communications. To keep our leadership informed about Chapter activities, I have developed a 

monthly report from the Chapter ExCom that is emailed to the chairs of all Chapter entities. 

I joined the Sierra Club in 1984, and have been a life member since 1997.  Prior to joining the ExCom, I served 

two years as the Chair of the Orange County Conservation Committee and two years as Chair of the Orange 

County Political Committee.   

I have a graduate degree and considerable work experience in public administration, especially in developing 

collaborative approaches to solve multi-agency problems. I currently work as a consultant to nonprofit 

organizations, designing and implementing needs assessments and program evaluations.  As an ExCom member 

and Chapter Chair, I use this expertise to promote sound planning, ensure fiscal responsibility, improve 

communications, and provide the behind-the-scenes support that our outings leaders and political and 

conservation activists need to do their jobs with a minimum of red-tape.  

 



 Theresa Brady 

My name is Theresa (Terrie) Brady, and I would like your vote for Executive 

Committee of the Angeles Chapter.  Wildlife has been a priority for me since an early 

age.  At the age of twelve, a friend asked what do you want to do with your life and I 

answered end extinction.  The Endangered Species act was passed that year, and I 

thought that was done.  But there is much to do about this still.  Comments on EIRs, 

attending political meetings, preventing corporate loopholes, and many other actions 

are needed to actually stop extinction.  One of the greatest destructive forces of life on 

earth is global warming.  Because of this I have been active in the 350 movement and 

with our own beyond coal campaign. 

I first became a member of the Sierra Club in 1988, the year I first heard about the 

destruction of the South American Rainforests.  I joined every environmental organization I could find that 

year.   In 1999 at the battle of Seattle, I had gone because free trade threatens dolphin safe tuna; calling it a trade 

barrier.  I was impressed that the Sierra Club had a strong presence.  I have been a member continuously ever 

since.  Fair trade policies not Free trade, impact many aspects of the environment and justice:  Bee safety 

(neonicotinoids) human safety ( toxic waste, MTBE) and worker safety (sweatshops, outsourced jobs, Price 

Pfister) I hope that our Club will continue to vehemently oppose these free trade policies which undermine both 

the environment and human rights. 

I currently serve as the conservation chair for the San Fernando Valley group and tweet for our group at 

@sfvsierraclub. 

There are many important issues that we work on as the Sierra Club.  Some of these issues are: 

•    Shift away from fossil fuels to renewables.   

•    Continue to progress toward a nuclear free world.   

•    Support the work of the Fair trade not free trade movement.   

•    Protect wildlife, wild spaces and endangered species.   

•    Reduce consumption to support a sustainable lifestyle and smaller carbon footprint for inhabitants of the US. 

 •    Protect communities of color from polluting industries. 

•    Support the transition to local economies. 

Locally applied, this means I want us to actively protect wild spaces, prevent sprawl, and oppose  fracking and 

extraction of fossil fuels. My goals would be to push for environmental protection and social justice.  I welcome 

your questions at: terrie_brady@peoplepc.com 

 

Jose Mendez 

I have been a member of the Sierra Club for 5 years, and have enjoyed Sierra Club 

Outings since 2005. I am first and foremost an Outings Leader. I enjoy the opportunity 

to share beautiful places with others. I hope that this encourages people to appreciate 

nature and become protective of it. I firmly believe that the only way to keep land 

protected is to get people interested in it. 

This is the mindset I bring to my candidacy. I want to get more people outdoors and get 

more people involved. I want to work with others in this Chapter to get more people to 

care about the outdoors. To that end, we need to reorganize to use new technologies 

better, to inform a new generation about the Sierra Club and why it should be 

important to them. There should be more communication between sections and groups, 



and between Chapters, to combine our individual efforts. We should appreciate that more and more people are 

hiking, going out into beautiful spots and caring about preservation on some level. We should encourage them 

to explore, safely. 

Newcomers should see more than just the few dedicated individuals who they meet on a hike. They should feel 

the nationwide organization. They should be aware of the many places protected by the Sierra Club and the 

institutions created. There should be more of a celebration of who we are and the efforts that came before us. 

This knowledge will inspire others if shared properly. 

I don’t think there is much wrong with the spirit of the Sierra Club. We have so many dedicated members, 

fighting the good fight. We have succeeded in so much. We helped protect so many places and helped create the 

National Park Service. There is still more to do, of course, and I hope to help in some small part. 

  

 

Lynne Plambeck 

As a Club member and activist for almost thirty years, I have held many positions at all 

levels of the  Sierra Club, including group and Chapter Conservation Chair, Chapter 

Treasurer, Regional Delegate and member of the State Executive Committee, giving 

me a unique perspective on how the Club functions and a vision for new avenues to 

accomplish the Chapter's goals. 

I have focused my local activism on saving Los Angeles County’s last free-flowing 

river, the Santa Clara, along with native oaks and fighting urban sprawl, especially the 

21,000 unit Newhall Ranch mega development.  I have also worked to ensure a healthy 

and clean water supply for my community. Through my conservation work, I have 

organized tours of the river, rallies, information booths, written comment letters, 

designed brochures and run for office to raise awareness. These activities provide experience that I will use in 

my efforts to enhance the Chapter's visibility and viability.  In 2007, I received a National Sierra Club award for 

my work to protect the Santa Clara River. I was also honored to receive the Chapter’s highest Conservation 

award for my work and a Chapter Service award this year, as well as recognition from other organizations.   

My background as an owner of a recycling business for many years, has given me the practical accounting and 

financial experience needed to make the many fiscal decisions required for this position. 

The Chapter now faces on going budget constraints and membership challenges. To address these issues, I 

believe our vision must include a strong conservation ethic and support for our local conservation and political 

activists. Organizations attract new members by what they do in local communities. We must support the "feet 

on the ground" and provide the best possible support for those activists that are willing to give their time and 

money to preserve their local environment and keep their neighborhoods clean and healthy. Their actions will 

help attract the new members we need to keep the Club vital and preserve the places that our outings groups and 

leaders so dearly love to access and enjoy. 

If you elect me to the Chapter ExCom, my goals will be to enhance membership and outreach through profiling 

and support of local conservation efforts and activists throughout Orange and Los Angeles Counties. I ask for 

your vote. Please also vote for Marcia Hanscom and Terri Brady. 

 

 



Sue Northrop 

I signed up for Sierra Club 4 years ago so I could get the free duffle bag and not 

knowing much else. Since joining, I became involved with Wilderness Travel Course 

(I’m even on staff in San Gabriel Valley) and developed an appreciation for our 

wilderness and could also see first-hand how ignorance and neglect have a devastating 

impact. 

I work in Information Technology (IT) and am online almost 24 x 7. Going hiking or 

backpacking gets me away from the constant barrage of information demanding my 

attention. I want to promote Sierra Club by making it more accessible via technology 

and making it easier for people to get informed, sign-up and volunteer. 

  

 

Charming Evelyn 

My first encounter with Sierra Club was through its Sierra Magazine as a young 

graduate from the University of Guyana, School of Pharmacy in South America, at the 

time I lived in St. Lucia which is part of the South Eastern Caribbean. Sierra magazine 

made an impact on me and fueled my interest in conservation, especially coming from 

the Caribbean with what back then was some of the best and untouched rain forest and 

beaches. Fast forward a few years later and Sierra Club again caught up with me in 

Canada, then Los Angeles, and I became a member of the Angeles Chapter in 2000. 

I always vowed to myself that I would one day become more of a participant in the 

club and volunteer. The opportunity presented itself during the economic downturn and 

I really have never looked back. I am the current Friday afternoon front desk volunteer, 

Chair of the Water Committee and the Conservation Liaison to the Outings Management Committee. I chaired 

the Nominating Committee in 2012, and I serve on the Conservation, Climate Change and Diversity 

Committees respectively. 

My goals for wanting to serve on the Ex-Com are three-fold: bring more diversity into the club, increase brand 

awareness to a wider populace and forge the link between conservation and outings. Currently Sierra Club is 

known by the majority as either the political/environmental group or the outings group. We should be known as 

both. There’s no outdoors without conservation activism. John Muir led the way.

 

David Haake 

I ask for your vote for reelection to the Angeles Chapter Executive Committee.  For the 

past four years I have had the great honor of working with the many talented and 

dedicated individuals who donate their time on behalf of the ~40,000 members of the 

Angeles Chapter.  Our Chapter has many vibrant and active outings and conservation 

programs and remains the largest and oldest chapter in the Sierra Club.  We are proud 

of our Chapter’s long history of outstanding accomplishments since its formation in 

November, 1911, over 100 years ago! 

I currently serve as Vice Chair of the Angeles Chapter’s Executive Committee and 

Chair of the West Los Angeles Group.  My goal is to help the Angeles Chapter 

continue to grow and evolve as an organization.  It is especially important that we 

reach out to the next generation of Sierra Club leaders and activists.  That is why I have been devoting many of 



my efforts to Chapter outreach activities, including Newcomer / Member Information and tabling events, 

leading local hikes, and utilizing email and online media to spread the word about the Sierra Club’s great 

activities and outings.  I am an O-rated outings leader and co-lead a weekly hike in the Santa Monica 

Mountains.  As a member of the Chapter’s Executive Committee, I am currently participating in the Sierra 

Club’s Leadership Training Course.  I am particularly interested in renewable energy and am working to 

promote the Sierra Club’s Solar Homes Program and its partnership with Sungevity, which raised almost 

$50,000 for the Chapter in 2012.  We plan to raise even more in 2013! 

I am a professor of medicine at UCLA and a physician and researcher at the VA Greater Los Angeles 

Healthcare System.  Despite my busy schedule, I make time to be outdoors and help organize Sierra Club 

activities because of my love of the outdoors and passion for the environment.  This year I participated in the 

Chapter’s Wilderness Travel Course.  It is vital that we continue to offer programs such as this that provide 

opportunities for young people to connect with nature.  Together, we can all make a positive difference by 

living more sustainably and demanding government policies that promote environmental conservation.  As a 

member of the Angeles Chapter’s Executive Committee, I will continue to work to make all of our members 

more successful in their efforts to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth!  

 

Sharon Koch 

Sharon Koch, a candidate for an at-large position on the Chapter Executive 

Committee, brings enthusiasm and dedication to the success of the Chapter.  

Sharon recognizes that a diverse, active membership can best be developed and 

engaged by open, two-way communication between the Executive Committee 

and the general membership.  She supports enhancing our ability to 

communicate with members electronically while not forgetting that the most 

effective means of communicating is often face-to-face, member-to-member.  

Members must believe that they are an integral part of the decision-making 

process, and have access to the information needed to make informed decisions. 

Sharon has a strong record of participation in various Sierra Club activities 

having served as the Sierra Sage of South Orange County group representative to the Executive Committee for 

the past 2 years, a member of the Sierra Sage management committee for 4 years, and chair of the Orange 

County Political Committee for 3 years.  As a member of the Global Warming Committee, Sharon participated 

in the development of the Solar-Powered Building decal project and the Juicing Orange County survey of the 34 

city governments in the county.  Attending the National Political Training in Washington, D.C. last year, Lobby 

Day in Sacramento, and the Sierra Club California/CNRCC meeting in San Luis Obispo, enabled her to gain a 

better understanding of the Club’s goals, organization, and achievements.  Currently, Sharon is a member of the 

Angeles Chapter team participating in the National Leadership Training course. 

Sharon Koch has a history of commitment to volunteer organizations.  She serves as a museum docent at the 

Environmental Nature Center in Newport Beach, does grant research for Orange County Coastkeeper, and is a 

long time member of the American Association of University Women.  In the latter capacity, she has presented 

workshops to students at UCI on budgeting and salary negotiations.  Sharon has been honored for her volunteer 

work by her employer and was a recipient of the OneOC Spirit of Volunteerism Award in 2012.  She also had 

the honor of being a member of the 2011 class of Leadership Tomorrow, a program sponsored by the cities of 

Newport Beach, Irvine, and Costa Mesa to expand knowledge, empower citizens, and promote community 

involvement. 

As an at-large representative to the Angeles Chapter Executive Committee, Sharon Koch will bring a 

commitment to advancing the goals of the Chapter, and increasing member involvement in the Sierra Club.

 



 Marcia Hansco 

For twenty years I’ve worked to protect the planet (and insure exploring and enjoyment 

opportunities!) through my time, financial contributions and volunteer efforts for Sierra 

Club.    Beginning with my work as Chair of the Club’s Bolsa Chica Task Force, I 

collaborated with other organizations and leveraged my role in the Club to work 

directly with then-Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt’s office to help make 880 

acres at the Bolsa Chica Wetlands become the first significant coastal land acquisition 

in southern California.   For my leadership related to this accomplishment, Angeles 

Chapter Sierra Club awarded me with the first of two Weldon Heald awards, the 

highest conservation honor the chapter bestows. 

The second Weldon Heald award I was presented with was as a result of my leadership 

in protecting 640 acres of the Ballona Wetlands ecosystem on the Los Angeles coast.  As a Club leader I helped 

convince elected officials that more than the 240 acres that had been promised by developers would be required 

for this fragile ecosystem to function.   I worked directly with the State Controller, the Governor and numerous 

other elected officials, including Sierra Club President Adam Werbach to bring about the protection of Ballona. 

Besides my local and regional activism, wherein I have advocated for stronger coastal protection, endangered 

species and wetlands throughout the state of California, I have served the Club on the Executive Committee of 

the Angeles Chapter, as a Co-Chair of Wetlands and Coastal Protection Committees at Sierra Club California 

and as a member of the national Board of Directors from 2002-2005. 

My service on the national Finance Committee for two years, as well as on the national Outings Committee, 

along with my previous tenure on the Angeles Chapter Executive Committee, including as Fundraising Chair 

for the chapter, provides me with skills and experience the chapter is in need of at the present time.   I also bring 

to the top elected body of the chapter a strong conservation and political advocacy voice that is needed in order 

to insure the chapter is making decisions that support our grassroots activists and outings leaders in the best 

possible way.   

My profession for the past twenty years has been as a nonprofit executive, fundraising and legal coordinator, 

news media director and a community organizer –assets that will assist the chapter in its own work.  Please vote 

for me, Lynne Plambeck and Teresa Brady. 

 


