
Statements for Angeles Chapter Candidates 

 

Ray Hiemstra 
 

I am asking for your vote to continue to represent you on the Angeles Chapter 

Executive Committee as an at large representative.  I believe my experience in 

environmental activism and the day to day operations of nonprofit 

environmental groups are a benefit the Executive Committee and the Club.  I 

have a great love of the outdoors, and the desire to protect and preserve our 

environment is why I became a professional environmentalist and a member of 

the Sierra Club.  My club activities focus on activism, which I carry out as chair 

of the Orange County Conservation Committee and a member of the Chapter 

Water, Conservation, and Political Committees. 

 I am an avid outdoorsman and spend my spare time hiking, biking, kayaking, 

and fishing along with many other outdoor activities.  I am a strong believer in 

the concept of multiple recreational use of public lands and am keenly aware of 

the need to provide public access while preserving our remaining wilderness.  I strongly oppose the use of our 

public lands and resources for destructive activities such as fracking and new surface reservoirs. 

. One of the great strengths of the Sierra Club is the diversity of our activities.  My goal as a member of the 

executive committee has been to strengthen the club by supporting efforts to increase membership, diversity, 

and enhancing the financial position of the Chapter.  With the current political climate it is more important than 

ever that the Chapter have the members and financial capacity to carry out our mission.   

Over the last year I have done presentations to many of the Angeles Chapter groups and participated in Chapter 

outreach activities to recruit new members.  One of my major goals is to expand our outreach to inform 

potential members on how they can enhance their lives though outdoor activities, and protect the environment 

through activism.  I will also work to identify funding sources to support critical club activities and expand our 

professional staff. Developers and corporate interests have been running a professional campaign against the 

environment for years, with too much success.  The Angeles Chapter needs to increase our capacity to counter 

these efforts and turn the tide back in our favor.  We can make that happen by expanding our membership and 

our capacity to take a stand for the environment.

 

George Denny 
 

I joined the Sierra Club in 1982 to help preserve our natural resources. As I 

learned more about the club's efforts, I knew I could do more. So, I became more 

active, participating in many outings, and graduating from BMTC in 1986. I 

become an “I” rated outing's leader in 1991. I've led and co-led trips and hikes 

for HPS, DPS, OCSS, and others. I'm currently active with the Wilderness 

Travel Course, and Wilderness Adventures Section. I've been elected to several 

of their management committees and have received an "Outstanding Leader" 

award. I have served on the chapter’s Outings Management Committee. 

 

I was elected to the Executive Committee for the first time in 2002 and again in 

2004. During that time, I served as treasurer and member of the Finance 

Committee. I implemented a new accounting system that provided the ExComm 



with accurate and timely financial reports. That system in an on-line version is still in use today. I then became 

a member of the chapter staff as Acting Director and Coordinator until  I retired in 2007. During that period, I 

was responsible for all the day to day operations at the chapter. 

 

That included managing the other paid staff, and all the office volunteers (Bless their hearts). After my 

retirement, I was again elected to the Executive Committee, and served for two more years.  I've made a career 

in manufacturing management, in both aerospace and commercial aircraft companies. 

 

I have a BS degree in Management Science and I'm a Certified Hazardous Waste Manager. I’m very aware of 

the problems with toxic wastes and urban runoff. I’d not be surprised to find that the recent string of 

earthquakes in Oklahoma is related to fracking. It is a process fraught with potential problems that are not being 

properly addressed in our government. I oppose the keystone pipeline. 

 

I'm a current member of the Nature Conservancy, the World Wildlife Federation, and the National Wildlife 

Federation, the National Parks Conservation Assoc., and others. 

 

Please re-elect me to the Angeles Chapter Executive Committee so I can continue to use my experience to help 

preserve our natural environment for you, your children and grandchildren, and mine, Jayne, Julia, and 

D’Artagnan. Feel free to contact me by e-mail at George_Denny@earthlink.net or at 818/488-9669. 

 

John Jake 
 

I believe the greatest challenge we’re facing is climate disruption.  It’s just not 

the greatest challenge for the Angeles Chapter; it’s the greatest challenge for 

the world.  I believe we must organize and partner up with other organizations 

to attack these issues with letter campaigns, phone calls to our governmental 

officials, marches and speeches at our universities, high schools, middle 

schools and elementary.  We must use social media to blast out our messages 

and to mobilize everyone to come out to support what’s happening in their 

communities.         

We must tap into the entertainment industry as spokes persons, because with 

the right approach and message, we can get the word out to a wide range of 

people.  We must get our story out and I can put together a strategic marketing 

plan to communicate our message to the masses.  We must get a push for new 

members to get involved into the club.  I’ll produce events, make presentations 

to political figures and develop propaganda to send out.    

I am pro-environment and we need to do everything in our powers to protect it. 

We must fight against water contamination, fracking and global warming to 

reduce the effects of climate disruption. 

I would create a plan of action that will allow for the state parks to partner with 

organization that will volunteer to maintain the parks. My objective would be to 

create a win-win for everyone. We must put together campaigns teaching 

people the value of water and creating rebates and incentive plans. Water is 

essential to our everyday lives and I would talk to the greatest minds from all 

over the world to brain storm about our water problem. We must retrain the public on how, when and how much 

it should use to help resolve this problem. 



I would call for community forums to address the issues to bring awareness. I would advocate for strict 

penalties for those who violate the law and harm our coastal habitat.  I will help fight for the California Coastal 

Commission to be the watchdog company leading the charge to levy the fines. 

I support the citizens on cutting noise pollution and air pollution.  I believe more parks are dearly needed 

because of the overcrowding of our cities.  I support the community engaged restoration effort for the Ballona 

Wetlands Ecological Reserve, because we must not lose another wetland to the corporate America machine. 

 

Jerard Wright 

Jerard Wright is currently an Executive Committee (at-large) 

member.  He is Co-Chair of the Transportation Committee since 

2011 and been active in the Angeles Chapter since 2009. 

 

He leads the transportation committee in developing sustainable 

community building strategies.  I’ve lead actions within the 

committee in advancing conversations with decision makers to 

keep Sierra Club firmly visible on infrastructure to enable 

electric vehicle charging in dense urban multi-family dwellings, 

Long Range Transit Visioning with improvements and upgrades 

the San Fernando Valley Orange Line and developing a zero-

emissions goods movement network system.   

 

There are tenets that engage my activism within the chapter; “My environmental conservatism leads to my 

fiscal conservatism” and “Increasing diversity within the chapter through promoting issues that affect the urban 

environment and be visible in leading the effort of change.”  This means actively contributing in both word and 

action to the Chapter and actively prospecting new members and potential donors to support the work of Sierra 

Club.   

 

He graduated from the Illinois Institute of Technology with a BA in Architecture.  He currently resides in Long 

Beach performing transportation advocacy services. 

 

Sharon Koch 
 

I ask for your vote for election to the Angeles Chapter's 

Executive Committee. For the past 4 years, I have served on the 

Chapter's Executive Committee as the representative of the 

Sierra Sage Group.  For the past 6 years I have been a member 

of the Orange County Political Committee and it has been my 

honor to serve as its chair for the past 4 years. In 2013, I was 

awarded the Angeles Chapter Political Service Award.  I'm 

proud of our success in helping to elect a number of strong 

environmental candidates to public office. 

  

I am both a leader and a solid team member. Last year, I 

participated in the Sierra Club's National Leadership Training with Carole Mintzer, David Haake, Susan 

Heitman, and Joe Phillips.  That experience reinforced my interest in creating a diverse, active Sierra Club 

membership by getting the word out about opportunities for members to personally get involved.  We need to 



enhance our ability to communicate electronically while not forgetting that the best way to engage with 

members is face-to-face, member-to-member. 

  

I am deeply committed to advancing the Sierra Club's work here in Los Angeles and Orange Counties. My 

strong ties with local community organizations strengthen the effectiveness of my Sierra Club work.  I am a 

long time member of the American Association of University Women.  I present workshops to students at UC 

Irvine on financial literacy and salary negotiations and was the recipient of the OneOC Spirit of Volunteerism 

Award in 2012.  Working together with community partners will create a stronger, more vibrant and effective 

Angeles Chapter. 

 

 

Joe Phillips 
 

Tonight, I attended a debate with two great politicians vying to be an LA 

County  Supervisor - Sheila Kuehl and Bobby Shriver.  This activity brought 

me to think  about our involvement and our investment in the Sierra Club and 

globally our  environment.   Their dedication to public service and experience 

made me question  my past two years serving on the Executive Committee as 

well as the other elected  position that I hold in my Reseda neighborhood.   

 

In 2012, I was elected to an at-large position on the Angeles Chapter Executive  

Committee and I have served the Sierra Club and its chapter members by 

attending  the majority of the Ex Comm meetings - missing only a few.  One 

was because of a WTC field trip.   Being of service to you and the Sierra Club 

has provided me with  a unique opportunity to "put my name on something."   

Accountability and responsibility are also in play when I commit to being an 

Outings Leader.   Once again, my name is on  the outing description.   With that 

outing, there is a certain of trust and education that comes from that leadership.     

 

A work of art or the art of a work in progress can describe my participation in groups and "boards." Going 

forward, as I enhance my skills in my leadership positions, I learn from those that I sourround  myself with like 

my fellow Ex Comm members.  Taking leadership and supervisory management  courses has taught me how to 

be a better team player and assist other board members.     Once  reelected, I will commit myself further by 

participating in various committees.   Having attended  two recent water summits with politicians, a 

sustainability workshop, and four of our annual banquets, I have several options of specific focus for the Sierra 

Club.  Making the organization better or more  accessible to the members and nonmembers to enhance their 

experiences will be my primary goals.    

 

Some twenty years as a Sierra Club, five as a volunteer with my regional group and two volunteering  with the 

Angeles Chapter has afforded me the opportunity to first get my toes wet, then my whole foot,  whole leg and 

NOW the body is fully immersed.    

 

Committing to serve, you will see my name on the ballot Please put an X by my name.    I sincerely appreciate 

your consideration and vote to continue to serve  on the Executive Committee of the Angeles Chapter of the 

Sierra Club.   Thank you. 

 
 


