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Management Committee 

The Crescenta Valley 

Sierra Club presents Gabri-

elle and Patrick Reynolds' 

 “A Month in Exotic Bali -- 

Asia in Microcosm”, on 

Tuesday, March 10 at 7:30 

p.m. at the La Crescenta 

Los Angeles County Public 

Library, 2809 Foothill 

Blvd., La Crescenta, CA. 

 The Reynold's presen-

tation will be preceded by a 

15-minute talk by John 

Monsen, who is with the 

Angeles Chapter Forest 

Committee. He will speak 

about the San Gabriel 

Mountains National Monu-

ment.  

 Tujunga residents Pat-

rick and Gabrielle Reynolds 

will discuss their recent 

journey to the Indonesian 

 

 

Island of Bali.    

 Living in a villa in the 

small, typical village of Ba-

tubulan, the Reynolds' ob-

served Balinese life as trav-

elers, but were welcomed as 

friends.  They traveled the 

area on foot and by scooter 

to talk with the “expats” 

and locals, to visit their 

homes, and to enjoy the rit-

ual processions of Galungan, 

the annual celebration of cre-

ation and purification.  

 Highlights were the time 

they met the macaques in the 

Sacred Monkey Forest and 

spending three days with res-

cued Sumatran elephants at 

the Elephant Safari Lodge in 

(See Bali, page 2) 

Living in Bali – The CV’s March Program  

The Reynolds wash an elephant 

The Bratan Temple 

 



 
 

Events and Outings Date and Time 
Gabrielle Reynolds to speak on Bali and John Monson to speak on 
the San Gabriel National Monument, at the Los Angeles County Pub-
lic Library, 2809 La Crescenta Avenue in La Crescenta 

March 10, 2015 
7:30 p.m. 

Leadership Training 
Eaton Canyon Nature Center, Pasadena  
Register by March 28. 

E-mail LTC Registrar for information 

April 11, 2015.   

Bruce Hale to speak about Cuba, at the Los Angeles County Public 
Library, 2809 La Crescenta Avenue in La Crescenta 

April 14, 2015 
7:30 p.m. 

Angeles Chapter Awards Banquet, Brookside Country Club, 1133 N. 
Rosemont Ave., Pasadena (Keynote Speaker: Bruce Hamilton, Sierra 
Club Deputy Executive Director) 

May 3, 2015 
5:00 p.m. – Patio Reception and 
Silent Auction 
6:00 p.m. – Dinner  
7:00 p.m. – Introductions, Re-
marks, Presentations 

Michael Beck to speak on Utah, at the Los Angeles County Public Li-
brary, 2809 La Crescenta Avenue in La Crescenta 

May 12, 2015 
7:30 p.m. 

“Hiking in Oregon,” by Cameron Casey,  at the Los Angeles County 
Public Library, 2809 La Crescenta Avenue in La Crescenta 

June 9, 2015 
7:30 p.m. 

Panama Exploration and Panama Canal Cruise (at capacity) Friday, July 31, 2015 to Tuesday, 
August 11, 2015 

China Panda Yunnan Shangri La Adventure Thursday, October 8, 2015 to 
Wednesday, October 21, 2015 

 

Taro.   

 A further highlight was a 

day spent touring the amaz-

ing four-story buildings build 

entirely of bamboo in Green 

School and Village.   

 They will illustrate their 

inspiring experience of the 

 

Bali, from page 1 exotic island of Bali with 

video and photos.  

 Their program follows 

news of conservation and 

outings.  It is free, and every-

one is welcome.  Refresh-

ments will be served.  Please 

contact Wayne Fisher for fur-

ther information at 818 353-

4181. 
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The next Sierra Club Angeles Chap-

ter’s Leadership Training Seminar is sched-

uled for Saturday, April 11, 2015. Apply by 

March 28, 2015 to guarantee a spot. Learn 

about the Chapter's outings program, rat-

ings, safety supervision, and much more 

through presentations, breakout groups, and 

scenarios. 

The LTC program prepares leaders in 

pursuing their passions, such as, biking, 

climbing, hiking, photography, rafting, sail-

ing, and skiing. Further, it is a gateway to 

leading others who share the same passions. 

Becoming a leader requires taking standard 

first aid and an adult cpr class. 

 More information about the leader-

ship training program is found at: 
http://angeles.sierraclub.org/ltc/ 

Leadership Training  
 

CRESCENTA VALLEY VIEW 

 

mailto:ltcregistrar@hundredpeaks.org?subject=LTC%20Seminar%20Registration
http://angeles.sierraclub.org/ltc/
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John Lajeuness, Bob Thompson, and Karen Buehler to be honored at Awards Banquet 

John Lajeuness 

The Donna Specht Fundrais-

ing Award will be presented to 

John Lajeuness. John is the “fa-

ther” of Angeles Chapter Fund-

raising Outings known more 

commonly as Travel Adventures. 

Starting in 1995, John organized 

Catalina Island camping trips, 

summer bus trips to Mammoth, 

and car camps, and once filled 

three buses for a trip to Laughlin, 

Nevada.  

Since the 1990s, John served 

on various chapter fundraising 

committees and still serves on the 

Fundraising Outings Committee 

and Budget and Finance Commit-

tee.  

John branched out using his 

extensive fundraising skills to 

lead international trips to Costa 

Rica, Peru and Bolivia, Bali, Chi-

na, Nicaragua, and Vietnam. He 

led cruises to Alaska, the Carib-

bean, and the Mediterranean.  

Under John’s direction, the 

Chapter Fundraising Outings 

Committee/ Adventure Travel 

trips have contributed greatly to 

the Chapter. John is quick to pro-

vide assistance and is willing to 

share his leadership, knowledge, 

experience, skills, and guidance 

for the benefit of all leaders. 

Bob Thompson 

  AKA “Bobcat”, Bob Thomp-

son will be honored, along with 

Stagg Brown and Joe 

Young, with the Extraordinary 

Achievement Award.  

 For 32 years, starting in 1981, 

Sierra Club leaders Stag Brown, 

Bobcat Thompson, and Joe 

Young led an overnight hike 

through Skid Row of downtown 

Los Angeles every Christmas. 

Called the Annual Midnight Hike 

to Help the Homeless, it was truly 

an urban hike as participants put 

on their backpacks and hiking 

boots to help those less fortunate. 

The route was about six miles 

roundtrip, as hikers sought out cit-

izens in need and spent all night 

on an urban hike of good will. 

Karen Buehler 

In addition to leading many day 

hikes, Karen Buehler leads back-

pack trips with the Backpacking 

Committee, the Crescenta Valley 

Group, and Little Hikers.  She is 

also a mentor for new leader can-

didates.  

Much of her contributions 

have been with trail work in the 

San Gabriels and in her beloved 

Deukmejian Park. She has be-

come a volunteer for the park and 

has spent many weekends coordi-

nating a team of volunteers to 

build a new trail in the park. 

 

 

Karen Buehler, holding the “McLeod,” 

demonstrates how to clear slough 

One might wonder who helps to 

maintain all of our marvelous trails. 

There are persons who are devoted 

to this much appreciated occupa-

tion. One such person is Karen 

Buehler. 

As she explained in the class 

Trail Maintenance 101 class, which 

was conducted under the auspices 

of the Trail and Open Spaces Foun-

dation, it takes a keen eye, 

knowledge about trail maintenance 

(information is available from, 

among others, the Forest Service 

and the Pacific Crest Trail Associa-

tion), and some handy tools.   

We used the “McLeod,” to 

smooth dirt; the Pulaski axe, the 

pick mattock, and adze combina-

tion tool to dig trenches and shovel-

ing it with a shovel.. The loppers 

and pruning shears, along with the 

niffy folding hand saw, are quite 

handy for lopping off small branch-

es. These tools are used for clearing 

sloughs, creating water bars, and 

clearing overhanging branches.   

She showed the four of us how 

she creates a water bar. It will di-

vert water off of a section of the 

two-mile Catalina Verdugo trail, 

located in the San Rafael Hills 

above the Sports Complex in Glen-

dale.  

Hopefully, our collective work 

will withstand a downpour.  

 

Teacher and students 

 

Learning the ropes of building and maintaining trails 
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Political outpost: 

Assembly Member Patty Lopez  

39th District 

State Capitol 

P.O. Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249-0039 

Tel: (916) 319-2039 

District Office: 

9300 Laurel Canyon Blvd., 1st Fl. 

Arleta, CA 91331 

Tel: (818) 504-3911 

Fax: (818) 504-3912 

 

 

 

The High Speed train project has 

created a wave of opposition. “Not in 

my backyard” (NIMBY) has become 

the rallying anthem of residents from 

around the San Fernando Valley. Os-

tensibly led by Dave DePinto, presi-

dent of the Shadow Hills Homeown-

ers Association, the opponents coa-

lesced into S.A.F.E. (Save Angeles 

Forest for Everyone), the ad hoc 

group which is leading the opposition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the CV’s monthly meeting in 

February, DePinto presented slides 

and charts to illustrate the impact the 

project would have on the communi-

ties of Shadow Hills, Lake View Ter-

race, San Fernando, Kagel Canyon, 

and Sunland.  Speakers calculated 

that the project would create moun-

tains of debris and endanger the habi-

tats of some diverse species of ani-

mals. 

 DePinto sought an endorsement 

from the Sierra Club. However, Dar-

rell Clarke, who co-leads the Sierra 

Club’s national Beyond Oil cam-

paign, presented arguments in support 

of the rail project. Clarke, who also 

co-chairs the Angeles Chapter Trans-

portation committee, stated that no 

studies have been done that showed 

the impact the project would have on, 

for example, the Los Angeles Nation-

al Forest with the rail running 100s of 

feet below the surface. He further 

stated that the high speed train would 

reduce pollution and decrease the 

amount of traffic congesting the 

highways between northern and 

southern California. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Martine Colette found-

ed the Wildlife Waystation, 

which is located near Kagel 

Canyon in the Angeles Na-

tional Forest, is close to one 

of the proposed high speed 

rail routes. Martin Colette 

founded the preserve in 

1976. She started it by car-

ing for 50 animals that 

people in the movie indus-

try had given to her. Over 

the years, she has taken in 

over 76,000 animals. The 

waystation is currently 

closed to the public while it 

undergoes some county 

mandated modifications.   

At a recent Tujunga 

Neighborhood Council 

meeting, Mrs. Colette was 

asked whether the High 

Speed rail would include 

part 162 acre animal com-

pound.   “Perish the 

thought” was her quick re-

ply. She added that the an-

imals were sensitive to vi-

brations and noise and that 

the High Speed rail, from her 

perspective, would then im-

pact the way station. 

 

Emotions run high as SC Member 

defends High Speed Rail Project  

Proposed 

high 

speed 

routes. 

The map 

is found 

on the 

S.A.F.E. 

website. 

One of the wolves living at the waystation 

Waystation Supports SAFE 


